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I02 SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 

EDITORIAL 
SIGMA XI CLUBS 

Renewed attention has been directed recently to the possibilities 
of organizing widely through the country a series of Sigma Xi Clubs. 
Such an organization would have all the rights and privileges of a 
chapter save the power to elect to membership. It would undoubtedly 
exert considerable influence by virtue of the prestige which the 
name would give to the club, and thereby would be enabled to 
awaken in the public mind an appreciation for scientific work and 
an understanding of its significance that is vital for the development 
of the country and for the continued progress of investigation. 

Of course such Sigma Xi clubs as might be founded in college 
centers would furnish good evidence as to the need for the estab- 
lishment of a chapter in such a locality and might naturally be ex- 
pected in some cases at least to develop into a body that could suc- 
cessfully defend its application for a charter ; hut such clubs would 
have an even larger field and greater possibilities in localities where 
there might be no educational institution whatever. Standing in 
manufacturing and commercial centers as the representatives of 
research ideals, they would serve to emphasize the essential character 
of investigation and the dependence of all progress upon the develop- 
ment of the theoretical field. They would thus furnish an element 
much needed in many places and counteract the narrowing tenden- 
cies that are sometimes manifested. 



